FRANK JACKSON

Co-Chair WDC and Editor World Disarm!
Available for Presentations and Discussions on most aspects of the Quest for Peace

Frank Jackson is a retired engineer/physicist/science teacher with wide experience in aircraft, electronics and computer industries. An active campaigner for peace and social justice since 1945, he has been concerned with the social implications of new technology and advocated its use for constructive, peaceful purposes and not for creating ever more terrifying means of death and destruction. 

As an active member of the Labour Party for over 50 years, Frank has always campaigned for the Party to be bold in putting forward a vision of a society based on cooperation, not conflict, as the only way to achieve peace and prosperity for all.

He was a member of Harlow District Council from 1966 to 1980, being Chair of the Council 1979-80. When working in industry he was an active trade unionist, holding the post of Chair of two branches and other offices at various times. He was a governor of a comprehensive school for 27 years, being Chair or Vice-Chair for most of those years.

Alongside this political activity, Frank has campaigned for peace and disarmament. He was a founder member of Wolverhampton and District Peace Council in 1949/50 and has been active in the peace movement to a greater or lesser degree ever since. His year as Chair of Harlow Council coincided with the revelations of the horrors of the Pol Pot regime in Cambodia, and he not only organised a fund-raising campaign, but also drew attention whenever possible to the political causes and consequences of that tragedy. In doing so he argued that world leaders must put humanitarian considerations before all political calculations (without making much impression on them, regrettably.) 

Since retiring from Harlow Council, and later from full-time employment, Frank’s main medium for peace activity has been the World Disarmament Campaign. He is presently a Co-Chair of WDC and editor of the journal World Disarm! He is also a member of Labour Action for Peace, Scientists for Global Responsibility (formerly Scientists Against Nuclear Arms) and Socialist Environment and Resources Association. He represents WDC on a number of organisations, including Abolition 2000, World Court Project, UNA and Network for Peace, the body set up as a successor to the National Peace Council. He attended the Hague Appeal for Peace Conference in 1999, and organised WDC’s stand at that conference. Other international events to which he has contributed include Barcelona Forum 2004 – Towards a World Without Violence; the 2005 World Conference against A and H Bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki; and the Brussels 2006 conference, marking the tenth anniversary of the International Court of Justice Opinion on nuclear weapons. 

For a number of years Frank has organised WDC’s presence at the Labour Party Annual Conference, usually sharing a stall with other peace groups such as Labour Action for Peace, with the general theme of Make Labour the Peace Party. It cannot be claimed that this has had much success to date, but it keeps the message in front of MPs, Ministers and Labour Party members. 

In addition to day-to-day campaigning on these issues, Frank is currently researching the reasons why the peace movement in the 1920s and 30s failed to prevent World War 2, and the effect of military activities, in both war and peacetime, on climate change. 

Arising out of this wide experience, Frank can speak on many aspects of the quest for peace, tailored to various audiences. Topics he can offer include Lessons from a Century of Conflict; Problems and Possibilities for Conversion of Military Industry to Civilian Production; Trade Unionists and Peace; The United Nations – Humanity’s Best Hope or a Lost Cause?; Religious Influence on Conflict - A Humanist View; The militarisation of the European Union and how to stop it; How to Change the World - Political Parties, Pressure Groups or Direct Action? (This last aimed primarily at young people.) 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Frank will accept invitations to speak anywhere within reasonable travelling distance of Harlow, by road or by public transport. 
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